
* About the building
Location and brief description of the building

The  new  MACA  building  rises  over  a  1127m2  site  and  it  extends  to  the  square  where  the
monumental Iglesia de Santa María (Church of Santa María) is set, in the heart of the ancient city of
Alicante. The new building includes the Casa de la Asegurada (House of la Asegurada).

La Casa de la Asegurada, placed between Instituto Street and Balseta Street, is the oldest city civil
building and one of the most restrained examples of the Valencian baroque architecture. The style
of the building was decided according to the features of its original destiny: being a municipal barn
or a wheat public granary. The  flour warehouses were located on the ground floor; offices were on
the first floor and the granary on the second. The building, built in 1685, consists of three floors and
each of them has three corridors parallel to the main facade. The corridors have four load bearing
lines, two of which, the interior ones, have two free-standing pillars and three semicircular arches
each. Arches sit on even shaft rectangular pillars with a marked plinth and fascia. The facade has
three  hollows  per  floor,  which  on  the  upper  floors  become  balconies.  The  fundamental
characteristics of the building general structure, which has very simple lines, will not vary despite
the different uses that the building was given throughout its history. It was the Concejo Municipal
(City Council) headquarters since 1691, date when the Palacio Consistorial (City Council Palace)
was destroyed by French bombardments, until the works of the new Consistorio were finished. It
was also an artillery depot and a prison. In 1845, it was transformed into a secondary school and in
1893 it becomes a professional business school. Since the 50s, the building is not given any utility
until  it  is  suggested  to  use  it  as  the  Municipal  Archive  headquearters  in  1966.  The  building
remodeling works last until 1976, moment in which Eusebio Sempere intervenes and considers la
Casa de la Asegurada the best location for the exhibition of the Colección Arte Siglo XX (20 th

Century Art Collection) that the artist himself donated to the city of Alicante. The Museo de la
Asegurada (the Museum of la Asegurada) opened on the 5th of November 1977, becoming then one
of the first modern art museum in Spain. 

After a tough restoration, the Casa de la Asegurada (House of la Asegurada) was the place where
the new MACA, that occupies a city block, was set. The museum is established on a trapezoidal-
shaped site which borders Villavieja Street on the south, Barceló Street on the east. Balseta Street
on the north and Instituto Street on the west. 

The museum has a total built area of 4680 m2 and includes four floors above the ground level and
two basements.  This way, it  avoids the marked slope existent between the back height and the
access level. The cause of the uneven level that the museum building has is that it is set on the
Benacantil hill slope, at the foot of the magnificent and breathtaking Santa Bárbara Castle. 

The complex built is a compact volume that keeps in the main facade both the height of the la Casa
de  la  Asegurada  and the  way of  working the  stone.  The indoor  space  includes  horizontal  and
vertical spaces that create a diagonal which follows the zenith route of light until it reaches the roofs
where there are some glass boxes that work as an extension of the indoor space. 



Architects  Sol  Madrilejos  and  Juan Carlos  Sancho have  made  a  rigurous  design  work,
coherent and in accordance with the museographic project, which was designed previously.
This  effort  gave  place to  a  beautiful,   rhythmic  and harmonious building.  Due  to  their
magnificent architectural design projects, Madrilejos and Sanchez have become one of the
most prestigious Spanish teams within the architecture world and their projects have already
been widely acknowledged and awarded. 


